
MOUNT BLAIR COMMUNITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

7PM TUESDAY 26TH FEBRUARY 2019 

BRIDGE OF CALLY VILLAGE HALL 

  

Present. 

Chairperson - Colin Murdoch (CM) 

Secretary/Treasurer - Alison Petrie (AP) 

Bernard Noonan(BN) 

John Manning (JM) 

Donald Cameron (DC) 

Councillor Caroiline Shiers (CS) 

Councillor Robert Brawn (BB) 

Councillor Tom McEwan (TM) 

  

1. Welcome and Apologies: 

Apologies- Sandy Lindsay. 

CM opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to the meeting including Police Officer Richard Preston and 

his colleague. 

2. Minutes of previous meeting: 

CM ran through the previous minutes for those present, and updates were given. 

The planned swimming pool at the recreation centre in Blairgowrie is now to be extended to 6 lanes. 

Trees at Ballintuim caravan park. There has been no re-planting as of yet but this will be monitored. 

It is hoped that the Forestry commission have noted that their consultation process was not adequate 

The planned felling at Blackcraig is due to take place soon. 

The police officers present were asked for input regarding the transportation issues raised at the last meeting, 

and general discussion followed. Road signage on the Tullymurdoch Road was discussed and CS advised that 

there is on-going consultation regarding this issue which she will follow up on.  

Work is due to commence on the A9 project, and AP voiced concerns over the A93/A924 being used as 

potential diversion routes. 

CM raised a concern over the speed of vehicles using the Snow Road. A local farmer has recently had to spend 

around £2k to repair fences following road traffic accidents in January and February. 



Police advised they are aware of concerns, and there is much speed enforcement /education work going on, but 

not in this area at present. Local council meetings are ideally places to identify areas to be targeted. Police 

advised that some areas are not suited to placing speed traps due to road lay-out. 

Minutes were proposed by JM and seconded by CM. 

3. Matters Arising: 

No matters were raised. 

4. Report of the Chair: 

No matters arising. 

5 &6 Report of the Secretary/Treasurer: 

AP advised she has a new email address for Community Council Use: Mountblaircc@gmail.com 

£1,827.08 remaining in the main Drumderg fund as of 31st Dec 2018 

Successful grants 

Kirkmichael Village Hall for decorating.                      £253.00 

                        Kirkmichael Christmas Lights                                       £266.04 

                        Keep the Glens Fit/ Bridge of Cally Hall rental           £300.00 

  

£442.00 in Cheque account as of 31st December 2018 

  

7. Community Police Officers: 

Officer Richard Preston and his colleague attended and introduced themselves. Road traffic issues in the area 

were discussed before the officers were called away. 

8. Broadband: 

AP has had no issues reported to her since the last meeting. 

BB reported that Bridge of Cally now has Superfast in the area which is progress. 

  

9. Planning Applications: 

JM advised there is an application in Kirkmichael for 5 houses. The concern here has been the 6 semi-mature 

copper beech trees which were cut down before the application was submitted. 

AP has been up to look at the site at the Spittal of Glenshee, which has been granted planning in principal for re-

development. It was discussed that CNP are the enforcers of the clearance of the site. JM would like the Council 

to consider approaching CNP and asking what operations they intend to carry out and the timescale involved. 

This will be discussed at the Mount Blair Community Development Trust meeting with a view to monitoring 

progress. JM has agreed to draft a letter in this respect and we will look for a response before next meeting. 

mailto:Mountblaircc@gmail.com


AP asked how easy it is to get the owner to pay for the clearance work required. It was discussed that CNP have 

the power to carry out the work and invoice the owner. The issue of contamination from the fuel tanks was 

discussed, and also whether there was likely to be asbestos present. A figure of £140k has been mentioned in 

terms of cost to clear the site. AP commented that the site was not fenced off and therefore could be a danger to 

visitors and locals. 

10. Drumderg micro grants: 

There have been 3 applications. 

1. Kirkmichael Primary school has requested £500 towards the P4-5 children's skiing trip which took 

place late January. The total cost of the trip was £500. CM advised that in the past the school had 

funding from the education department towards this. BB raised the concern that we may not be able to 

do this retrospectively - this will be checked. Some present felt that council was not there to pick up 

where local authorities had made cuts, whilst other felt that we wanted to encourage the children to 

experience more sporting opportunities. JM advised that Straloch School used to fundraise to cover the 

cost of such trips. It was agreed to check the rules/regulations regarding retrospective payments, and 

whether this request can be granted, but in principle Council had no issue. 

2. Philip Smith of the Glenshee/Strathardle Tourist Association had requested £300 towards the running 

costs of the Community webcam at Glenshee. This webcam has been in place for 2 years and costs 

£800 per annum to run. We have given a grant to this project in the past, and it was felt that the camera 

was a benefit to local residents as well as visitors to the area. CM asked if they should explore other 

avenues for funding such as from those marketing the Snow Road. After much discussion it was agreed 

to grant £200. MOP suggested setting up a just giving page may prove successful in raising further 

funds. 

3. Kirkmichael Village shop has applied for £500.00 towards a new commercial oven. as the previous one 

It was advised that the shop is a Community Service and not a commercial business and does not make 

a profit. JM advised that the shop is a community asset with money made going back into the 

community, and is one of the main meeting places in the village. It was advised that as much money is 

made from selling hot food, as is made from selling groceries, and turnover was increasing. CM raised 

concerns whether the shop was viable, and should the community council grant the request as he felt 

this was a business. Much discussion followed concerning community interest companies and how they 

differed from commercial businesses. JM felt that the shop meets social needs and could not be 

compared to other local shops. Johnny Milne (Director of the Kirkmichael Shop) advised that the shop 

makes ends meet but cannot cover the £700cost of the oven.  DC advised that he had been present at 

the initial meetings involving Drumderg fund and the village shop. This was looked at in depth and it is 

agreed that if in the future the shop was not to succeed, then the goods would be sold and the funds 

released back in to the community. The shop is run by unpaid directors, unpaid volunteers, and paid 

staff. It was agreed that council would take advice from Drumderg fund regarding this application. CM 

wanted clarification as he felt the shop should be self-sustaining, but wasn't opposed in principle 

CM expressed concern that those who had received funding in the past might take the funds for granted. It was 

agreed that each case is assessed at each application. DC advised that this is how the Drumderg fund works. 

11. Transport 

Very little snow had meant fewer problems with the roads. 

Potholes were discussed again and BB reminded those present to take photos of the potholes and send them with 

a grid reference to MyPKC and repair will be arranged. 

12. MBCDT report 



  

 Sadly we report the resignation of the chairperson Liz Mallinson who is moving away. The Trust is still 

looking for people to serve as directors on the board. 

  

 Spittal of Glenshee was granted planning permission in principal subject to conditions 

and the staff were authorised to enforce the site was cleared. Since then the site has been put on the 

market at offers over £550,000 and the particulars say that the site will be cleared before entry. 

 Community Woodland; Forestry Commission Scotland (FSC) has put Dalrulzion Forest up for Sale. 

MBCDT has expressed an interest and Miles Goodman is the Director dealing with this. There have 

been initial meetings with FSC and others and the project is being energetically pursued. 

 Archive Project: material continues to be put up in the Display Cabinet in Kirkmichael which is 

changed regularly. Pat Townsend continues to put more material onto the archive website 

www.mountblairarchive.org or enquiries to the    archivist@mountblairarchive.org. Pat Townsend 

continues to rationalise the existing archive. A substantial amount of material is yet to be put on the 

archive photographs, documents and oral material; recently added was a fascinating oral contribution 

from Dawn Baines. 

  

 Straloch school; after a meeting with John Corrigan PKC Community liaison it was decided to explore 

whether it would be possible to acquire the site for the community. As there was no guidance as to the 

value from PKC fee quotes were sought from three firms of Chartered Surveyors to provide a valuation 

so that negotiations can start with PKC. Funding is been explored for this work. 

  

 Telephone Box Libraries continue and the one in Glenshee is currently under consideration with the 

possibility of moving it to a safer site. 

               

 The Mile markers will get repainted now that the weather is improving having received a Micro-grant 

towards the paint etc. 

  

 Kirkmichael Path Network; with spring around the corner maintenance work will be carried out as 

required by volunteers. 

  

 CBOPS continues to provide a service for the supply of all types of oil fuels. The                changes that 

followed the review have settled in well and the system is now running           on a sustainable basis for 

the benefit of the community and the Trust. 

  

 Landscape partnership and PK Countryside Trust failed to receive an HLF grant but the Cateran Eco-

Museum. 

  

 The Heat Project was holding a Fair at Kirkmichael on 1
st
 March. 

  

 There will be a Charity Shop for a week in May in Howe’s old shop. 

  

 There has yet to be progress with the Timebank project extending it to the Mount Blair area. 

  

 With the mild winter the Snowgate camera has been in operation only a little. It is another project 

delivered for the benefit of the community when needed. 

  

13. Reports from the Councillors 

Councillor Tom McEwan  

There will be resurfacing work from 2
nd

 June to 14
th

 June on the A93, south of the Spittal. 

There has been a request for an emergency transmitter north of the Spittal at the Devil’s Elbow. 

Councillor Bob Brawn 

http://www.mountblairarchive.org/
mailto:archivist@mountblairarchive.org


Vehicle activated 30mph signs are to be installed at Bridge of Cally on all 3 roads. There was a request for 

Kirkmichael and Ballintuim. 

The A93 may get average speed cameras in the future, but not for a couple of years. 

Community speed watch initiatives are being discussed. Blairgowrie will be the first area to take part. 

Volunteers will have speed cameras and reports of speeding vehicles will be sent to the police who will warn the 

driver.  The scheme may involve local school children. 

The Bridge at Netherton is due to be repaired in May. Cherry Pickers will be used.  The road will be blocked for 

2-3 days whilst heavy lifting fear is employed. The timing has been agreed with local farmers. 

14 Area Reports 

AP wanted to note her thanks to SSE for reconnecting everyone after the problems around the 17
th

 December.  

There had been 200 network breaks in the Kirkmichael area alone.  JM felt that during the power cuts food 

should have been provided.  Both local hotels ran out of food!  SSE were providing food and some residents 

were rung up to say that there was food available at the Hotels.  AP recommends that all those who still have 

landlines have one old fashioned phone that plugs in at the wall that does not need electricity .AP commented 

that this was an example of the need for using the Community Resilience Scheme that is available in the area 

The A924 at Ballintuim had been affected by flooding, with 2 areas causing problems.   One has been dealt 

with.   PKC’s environmental health department are aware of the problem. 

There has also been an issue with a septic tank. Both Sepa and Scottish Water when contacted by MOP were not 

overly helpful, and passed the MOP back to the other.  BB has referred the problem back to PKC’s 

environmental health department. 

JM wanted to know the protocol for the Community Resilience / Community Emergency Plan. There is money 

available from SSE Resilient Communities Fund. This could include generators, beds etc for village halls.  It 

was felt that the Community Council should have an overview of how this scheme works. 

DC mentioned that while some roads have been repaired others were still needing repairing, and he added that 

the bridge at Bleaton Hallet is still in need of repair. 

  

15. AOCB 

AP has sent the appropriate paperwork to the 2 people who expressed an interest in joining the Community 

Council. 

  

Date of Next Meeting 

AGM and normal meeting will take place on the 28
th

 May in the Kirkmichael Village Hall 
 


